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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 edition. Excerpt: . THE IDEAL As, during convalescence, | lay in long days and
nights of thought, the dreams which had come to me in the mountains and in the desert, and in the great
inspired moments of life, came to me once more. | was just returning from the brink of death, and the ideas of
a lifetime sorted themselves out in my mind. What was real and what was of value stood out in sharp
distinctness; what was only of temporary utility or utterly valueless dropped away. | had had a full life, with
many varied experiences--as soldier, explorer, journalist, diplomatist, administrator; in India, China, Central
Asia, and South Africa, as well as in Europe; and among Hindus, Mohammedans, and Buddhists, as well as
Christians. | had had the good fortune to belong to an altogether perfect home. | had had the bad fortune to be
very little in it--only eight years of the nineteen before | went out to India, and of those eight only three and a
half above the age of five. In Tibet | had achieved an acknowledged success. At other times | had incurred the
usual amount of failures and reverses. | had often deliberately faced death, and had now only just escaped it. In
the swift current of life there was a check. The waters were still, but deeper. The sediment dropped to the
bottom, and the arrested current became clear like crystal. There is at present in...
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