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Furthermore, the general ecology of hunter-gatherer adaptations is discussed in order to delineate the possible
structure and organization of the subsistence-settlement system of the three sites examined during the 1987
field season. Preci itation. T em erature, Climate and The great topographic and climatic diversity of Zion
National Park is typical of the arid and semi-arid deserts of the Southwest and Great Basin. Tables and tabulate
precipitation 2 1 and temperature data from 16 stations in southwestern Utah. The selected stations offer a
range of elevation, precipitation, and temperature data which are useful in characterizing the environmental
and ecological dynamics of the area. Mean annual precipitation is quite low for all stations, as would be
expected in an arid or semi-arid climate ( Table 1 ). However, the relationship between mean annual
precipitation and elevation of the recording stations is notable. There does not appear to be a well defined
relationship between the annual mean precipitation value and increasing elevation. In other words, the
orographic effects of higher elevations do not appear to produce any appreciable increase in precipitation
above that which occurs simple linear regression of A at the lower elevation. precipitation and elevation data
suggests little correlation ( r 0. 45; 0. 21; df 16; p 0. 058 ). The linear regression R demonstrates a pattern of
vertically erratic precipitation. The zonation of plant communities by elevation is probably due less to increased
precipitation than to decreased evapotranspiration at higher altitudes. For the most part, precipitation in the
Zion area is insufficient for maize...
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