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and upward mobility. Although Padilla shares the same ethnic background as the gang members and also
grew up in a Chicago barrio, gaining the trust of the Diamonds was not easy. But eventually he was able to get
close enough to the members to interview and observe them. Padilla shows us the process behind the decision
to join the Diamonds. From early childhood, boys develop positive images of the gang. They realize that the
dominant culture promises mobility, but that their paths to the mobility are blocked. By joining a gang they can
creatively oppose the dominant culture. Padilla does not paint a romanticized picture of the Diamonds. Some
members come to understand that when they sell...
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