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Solemnized in the Ancient Parish Church of Elsdon, in the County of Northumberland, From A. D. 1672 to A. D.
1812 The period at which the Elsdon Registers begin marks an epoch in the history of an interesting and
picturesque people. The men of Redesdale, sturdy sons of a long line of sturdy sires, had hitherto occupied a
position in every way unique, and borne a character which marked them off from all their contemporaries.
Looking back to the period at which their story begins - a story which runs concurrently with and yet in strange
independence of that of their country - and following them in all their varied fortunes, we see them ever a
people separate and distinct, Ishmaelites indeed, their hand against every man, and every man s hand against
them. Holding little or no intercourse with their neighbours, except in the way of relieving them of their kye and
sheep, varied occasionally by the carrying away of their insight gear; strong in their upland fastnesses to
withstand the attempts of Norman and Saxon alike to dispossess them of their own; ordering the affairs of their
freeholds, and ruling their dependents in accordance with the customs and traditions of the ancient tribal
system which belonged to them as the lineal descendants of the Celt; what wonder that, so situated and so
environed, they should stand forth as we see them throughout the middle ages, fearless, hot-blooded, quick to
avenge a real or supposed wrong, a terror to their more peace-loving neighbours. And when, added to this, we
call to mind the fact that, during the long...
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