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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Courts Cannot Change the Constitution: Speech of
Hon. J. R. Doolittle, of Wisconsin; In the United States Senate, February 24, 1860 And the Democratic platform
made at Cincinnati, in its eighth resolution, declares: That the Democratic party will faithfully abide by and
uphold the principles laid down in the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 1798, and in the report of Mr.
Madison to the Virginia Legislature in 1799; that it adopts those principles as constituting one of the main
foundations of its political creed, and is resolved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and import. Again,
sir: I hold in my hand a volume which contains a decision of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, in 1798, in
which this question was discussed and decided. The chief justice, delivering the unanimous opinion of the court,
used the following language: The divisions of power between the National, Federal, and State Governments, (all
derived from the same source, the authority of the people, ) must be collected from the Constitution of the
United Slates. Before it was adopted, the several States had absolute and unlimited sovereignty within their
respective boundaries; all the powers, legislative, executive, and judicial, excepting those granted to Congress
under the old Constitution. They now enjoy them all, excepting such as are granted to the Government of the
United States by the present instrument and the adopted amendments, which are for particular purposes only.
The Government of the United States forms a part of the Government of each State; its jurisdiction extends to
the providing for the common defence against exterior injuries and violence, the regulation of commerce and
other matters especially enumerated...
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