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(OColL()32448418 Subject: Attack helicopters -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Chapter 1 Introduction obtain the
aviation users perspective on requirements. To obtain data on helicopter capabilities, we visited Bell Helicopter
Textron, Fort Worth, Texas; Boeing Defense and Space Group, Helicopter Division, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;
McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Systems, Mesa, Arizona; and United Technologies, Sikorsky Aircraft, Stratford,
Connecticut. We also visited the Comanche Joint Program Office in Trumbull, Connecticut. To determine
whether the Armys helicopter modernization plans were still valid, we interviewed cognizant Army officials
involved in the aviation requirements setting process. The purpose of these interviews was to gain a balanced
perspective on the requirements process from those at all organizational levels who are involved in its
implementation. Officials that we talked to who were directly involved in the process of developing the
requirement were located at the office of the Armys Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans; Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Research, Development, and Acquisition; the offices responsible for developing
requirements data for input to and preparation of the Warfighting Lens Analysis at the Armys Training and
Doctrine Command; and offices responsible for preparing branch assessments, which reflect critical inputs to
the requirements process such as threat analyses, doctrine, organizational structure, training, and equipment,
at the Army Aviation Center at Fort Rucker, Alabama. We also talked to active unit commanders, pilots, and
aviation maintenance personnel at the brigade, battalion, and squadron levels who provide input to the
process and eventually implement the decisions the process produces. These individuals represented Force
Package | and Force Package Il units. Commanders and pilots.. . . This...
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