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illustrated. 1853. Excerpt: . . . Colcq-iintida, and death is in the pot. As our best actions are imperfect, so our
greatest graces are but possibilities and aptness to a reconcilement, and all our life we are working ourselves
into that condition we had in baptism, and lost by our relapse. As the habit lessens, so does the guilt; as our
virtues are imperfect, so is the pardon: and because our piety may be interrupted, our state is uncertain, till our
possibilities of sin are ceased, till our fight is finished, and the victory therefore made sure, because there is no
more fight. And it is remarkable, that St. Peter gives counsel to live holily in pursuance of our redemption, of
our calling, and of our escaping from that corruption that is in the world through lust, lest we lose the benefit of
our purgation, 12 to which, by way of antithesis, he opposes this: Wherefore the rather give diligence to make
your calling and election sure;13 and if ye do these things, ye shall never fall. Meaning, by the perpetuating our
state of baptism and first repentance we shall never fall, but be in a sure estate; our calling and election shall be
sure. But not if we fall; if we forget we were purged from our old sins: 15 if we forfeit our calling, we have also
made our election unsure, moveable, and disputable. 6. So that now the hopes of lapsed sinners rely upon
another bottom. And as...
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