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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. PRUNELLA does not wither. It is as
delicately fresh a thing as ever. In despite of its fragility, it is one of the most important of modern English plays;
for it is the most spontaneously poetic. It owes nothing to the tradition of poetic drama. It is a perfectly natural
product of the time we live in. It comes not of a laudable determination to handle grand passions in the grand
manner, but of an impulse to express something that was in the hearts of the authors -- a wistful and
melancholy little something, belonging to a time in which people, for all their outward strenuousness, are so
frail, and so sick at heart. The something that the authors had to express was rather an emotion than an idea.
There is nothing modern in the idea that youth wanes, and passion fades, and pleasure palls, and aFer the
spring comes the autumn. What is modern is the sense that aFer all it doesn t much matter, alas, and can t,
alas, be taken quite seriously. That is the sense which pervades Prunella. We feel that in the character of Pierrot
the authors have dramatized themselves, and us. OFen as Pierrot has been presented on the stage, never, I
think, has his nature been shown so thoroughly. However, it is not for its significance that Prunella is most
highly to be valued, but rather for the mere story of it. The play is a succession of deliciously well invented
scenes; and I know not which of these is the best. Prunella repeating her lessons in the prim garden, and
hearing the distant sounds of the...
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